THE POLITICAL SYSTEM

A POLLING-BOOTH  IN  MOSCOW  ON  ELECTION-DA\
Soviet were made from the lower Soviets and not directly
by the electors Also the vote was only allowed to " pro-
ductive workers " (this including peasant-farmers who
worked their own farms), people " who employ others for
the sake of profit" or live on income from property being
excluded, as were also private traders, priests and former
members of the Tsarist police Since the new Constitution
of 1936 voting has been by ballot, deputies to the Supreme
Soviet, as well as to the town or village or provincial Soviets,
are elected directly by the electors > and there is no longer any
class of persons excluded from the vote (except criminals and
lunatics) The vote is universal to all citizens over eighteen
years of age as the Constitution puts it, election is " on
the basis of universal and direct suffrage by secret ballot"
In the year 1937 which followed the new Constitution
there was actually only a single " list" of candidates placed
before the electors, to which each elector had to vote " yes n
or " no " But these lists had been prepared by electoral
commissions, following election meetings at which nomina-
tions were made and openly discussed before a selection